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31 6 Mr . Walter on tke New Variable T Corona . 

These three were the only stars seen by me. The instrument 
used was the excellent Equatoreal of the Observatory, King’s 
College, Aberdeen, by A. Ross (formerly Mr. Burr’s) of 3f-in. 
aperture; power used, 195. I have every confidence in the 
observation, because my diagram was made without previous 
knowledge of the existence of No. 7. 

The star could not have been formed by reflection from 
the eye-piec'e, as the clock motion was stopped, and the star 
allowed to transit across the field. 

Aberdeen , 28 th August, 1867. 


On the New Variable T Corona . By M. Walter, Esq. 

Surgeon H.M. 4th Reg. North India. 

(Extract of a Letter to Mr . Stone,) 

As you evidently take much interest in all matters con¬ 
nected with this Stella Mirabilis , I venture to address you, with 
some hesitation and diffidence, with a view to correct an error 
as to the time of its first appearance, which you state must 
have been between nine and midnight on the 12th of May last 
year. Now I am certain that this same conflagration was dis¬ 
tinctly perceptible here at least six hours earlier. And my 
knowledge of the fact came about in this wise. The night of 
the 12th of May last year was exceedingly sultry, and about 
eight o’clock on that evening I got up from the tea-table and 
rushed into my garden to seek a cooler atmosphere. As my 
door opens towards the east, the first object that met my view 
was Corona Borealis , which had then an altitude of some 45 
degrees. My attention was at once arrested by the sight of a 
strange star outside the Crown , which was then certainly quite 
as large and bright, I thought rather more so, as its neighbour 
Alphacca . I was so much struck with its appearance that I 
exclaimed to those indoors, “ Why here is a new comet;” and 
so impressed was I with this idea of its being a comet that I 
immediately made the following rough diagram of its relative 
position with the rest of the stars in the Crown , that I might 
be able to trace any movement on a future night:— 


. Alphacca. 


. * New Star. 

Now as the longitude of this place is about 78°33 / , our time 
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is 5^ hours earlier than yours; and as I saw the star at 8 p.m. 
on the 12th, it must have been visible with you as soon as the 
shades of evening admitted of the stars being seen on that date, 
and therefore Dr. Schmidt must by some mischance have 
overlooked it at Athens. 

I may observe that I mentioned the circumstance of a new 
comet being visible to some of my brother officers on the fol¬ 
lowing morning, and asked them to come and see it in the 
evening, which they did. 

Should you deem the circumstance of the phenomenon hav¬ 
ing been seen earlier than you supposed of any importance, I 
may mention that my good friend Captain Henry Toynbee, a 
Fellow of the B-.A.S., and therefore easily accessible to you, is 
well acquainted with me, and will I have no doubt testify to 
my being acquainted with stellar observations, and that full 
confidence may be placed on my statements. 

Secunderabad, Deccan , India, 

May 12, 1867. 


Occultation of o z Librce , 1867, May 1 7. 

\ By C. G-. Talmage, Esq. 

\ 

G.M.T. of Disappearance = 11 56 45*95. 

,, Reappearance = 12 58 55*23. 

Time of disappearance exact, Moon’s limb remarkably steady; at the 
reappearance, star very faint. 

Mr. Barclay ’8 Observatory, 

Leylon , Essex. 


Observations of Comet II. 1867 ( TempeVs ). 
By C. G-. Talmage, Esq. 


1867, May 24 
1 st star 29 
2nd star 29 

3 ° 

3i 


G.M.T. 

10 31 21*33 

” 4 33*63 

11 2151-04 

12 10 53*80 

TO 59 46*79 


Diflf. of R.A. 
Comet — 

+ 13*44 

- 57*90 

— 223*67 
+ 119*00 
+ 17*30 


Diff. of Decl. 
Comet —jj- 

+ 1/ 54*25 

+ 7 59* 21 
+ o 56*82 
+ 1 21*14 

+ 7 23*60 


No. of Obs. 

5 

5 

3 

3 

5 


I have not at present identified these stars; if any 
Astronomer has observed them on the meridian, I should 
be much obliged by his sending me the places. 
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